Introduction
Following on the success of the International Conference of Novel Anticaries and Remineralizing Agents (ICNARA) 1 and 2 (held in January 2008 and January 2012, respectively; ten Cate 2008 and 2012) , the ICNARA 3 was held in May 2017 in California, USA. The papers resulting from this conference are published in the current issue of Advances for Dental Research.
Dental caries is a multifactorial, dynamic disease process that results from a dysbiosis in the biofilm, driven by exposure to sugars and other carbohydrates, which over time leads to demineralization of dental hard tissues. The disease can have long-term and broad dental, medical, societal, economic, and oral health-related quality-of-life consequences. Despite the significant reduction in caries prevalence in many parts of the world, dental caries remains a major public health problem affecting people of all ages. Furthermore, the disease is not equally distributed, with multiple population groups at increased risk. Thus, significant continued efforts are needed to reduce caries prevalence and incidence around the world and throughout an individual's lifespan.
This conference brought together scientists from around the world who summarized the current status of caries management and highlighted the exciting new therapeutic possibilities and research needs for the future. The conference was opened by a keynote address on the oral microbiome, which set the tone and level of the presentations that followed. The conference was structured around topics involving remineralization and biomimetics, antimicrobials and strategies to manage biofilm dysbiosis, behavioral management, risk assessment, and interprofessional care. Each topic was discussed through multiple, original, invited presentations from experts in the field, with reaction papers and group discussions. There were 89 participants, 22 invited presentations, and 21 papers included in these proceedings. All participants contributed to working sessions that identified research needs for the future. The conference closed with an international panel that discussed obstacles faced for the adoption of new technologies in caries prevention and management.
The ICNARA 3 highlighted innovative technologies and techniques that may be used by various health care providers and educators to address the ongoing caries disease pandemic. It also recognized that the new frontier in reducing caries experience and helping maintain health will require interprofessional efforts, and may no longer solely depend on the development of cost-effective products or devices to target the biofilm and/or the tooth, but will require a series of effective behavioral modification and targeted approaches-including efforts to reduce sugar consumption-for ultimate success, and these will be based on the individual or community risks for dental caries (Featherstone et al. 2018) .
